The Business of

Buying a

Catamaran
While choosing the right catamaran is a
highly personal matter, most of us can
avoid a serious buying blunder if we pay
attention to a few pointers. In 20 years of
sailing multihulls, Christine Danger
and Wade Bishop have gone through this
process a few times, and share 10 of their
recommendations on buying a cat.

are the nitty gritty of investigating the
boat you lust after. For each point, we
have indicated our own approach with
purchasing our latest catamaran, Anui.

1. Buy a multihull suited
for your present needs,
not your future dreams
People can often project a bit too far
ahead and can be tempted to buy the
dream boat way too early. If you are
a weekend sailor and do the odd long
distance trip once in a while, a big
offshore cat will be underutilised on most
of your excursions. A smaller cat will
probably do the job just as well for a lot
less expense. Your future dreams may or
may not eventuate or may well change.
Health issues crop up, priorities change,
retirement plans that are two or three
years away can often stretch to five or
more years!
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In our case, we cruised on weekends
and holidays for many years, then
finally retired in July 2017 and moved
on board. Our boat became our home.
After cruising full time for a year and a
half on our previous cat, Take It Easy,
we were very aware of what works or
does not for us. There is a big difference
between spending six to eight weeks at
a time afloat, returning to life on terra
firma afterwards, compared to living
on board permanently. We wanted to
voyage offshore easily and safely for
years rather than months, and therefore
started looking for a catamaran that
offered greater payload, comfort and
performance.

2. B
 e realistic about your
sailing plans

half years of this as liveaboards. We have now moved
on to a life of speed and luxury with our Crowther 52,
Anui.

Remember that comfort at anchor will
often come at some expense to speed
and ride underway. So think carefully
about your sailing agenda. Many popular,
spacious catamarans are fabulous for sitting at anchor
and puttering up and down the east coast, but for the
voyager who intends to cross oceans or cover 1000
or more miles a year there are probably much better
choices.

We learnt a bit about selling and buying a vessel in that
time. Having just gone through what we hope will be
our last purchase – famous last words – we reflected
on the process and have distilled our observations and
learnings into 10 pointers. The first five are overriding
aspects of finding the right boat for you, the next five

Personally, we wanted the best of both worlds for our
next purchase: strong sailing performance and luxury
afloat. We were leaning towards an offshore catamaran
rather than a coastal cruiser. We absolutely did not
want to end up with a motor-sailer which we would
have found too frustrating.

What are you looking for? Offshore boat, coastal cruiser, weekender? Seawind 1260 © Salty Dingo

O

ver a period of about 20 years, we have owned
four catamarans, gradually upgrading in size,
comfort and cruising range. We started small, in
fact tiny with a trailer-sailer Felix, a Jarcat 5 which we
played on for three years. We then moved to Medina,
a Coral Coaster 29 which gave us our first taste for
coastal cruising. We owned Medina for eight years,
before moving to our Easy 11.6m cat Take It Easy,
which we thoroughly enjoyed for eight years, one and a
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3. Carefully consider load capacity
when buying a multihull
The materials chosen for the construction and the
thickness of the hulls will impact payload, but also
speed. If you feel the need for television, microwave,
scuba gear and other toys, be sure to get a multihull
designed to carry the extra weight. If you want good
sailing performance, you will most certainly need to
spend more to purchase either a longer, narrower hull
design to displace the greater loads
you intend to carry. If performance
is of no concern you can purchase a
shorter, heavier, fatter-hulled cat at far
less expense. So where you will sail to
and how you will use the boat has a
great bearing on your choice of vessel.
Our own research indicated we needed
to consider a larger catamaran,
45ft plus, one with good bridge
deck clearance, thinner hulls for
performance, but also the interior fitout
and layout that would be pleasing
as our home. It was a process of
elimination, which is easy to go
through when you are clear on your
requirements. Different models either
met our needs or did not. Among the
production catamarans we looked at
were the Outremer, an offshore cat
with a strong pedigree, but which
did not have the internal layout we
were after, and the Privilege, a very
well built offshore cat with a luxurious
fitout, but not as strong on the sailing
performance side. We eventually
came to realise that the most likely
contenders were custom built boats
rather than production boats, so
Schionning, Crowther, Grainger
designs were on our watch list.

for the winches to lift the dinghy in and out of the water.
If push comes to shove, you could run the boat single
handed.

above left: Make a list of your must have – in our
case one of our requirements was a decent bathroom!
above right: Get your marine surveyor to check
the boat in and out of the water!

5. The faster you can sail, the safer
you will be
Speed not only increases your cruising range and
reduces the time taken on passages. It is also a serious
safety factor. The faster you can sail, the less exposure
to bad weather. If you need to run away from inclement

4. Buy a catamaran that is
easy to sail

top: A marine survey can and does uncover nasties: in
this case some rot in the frame of the anchor locker.
above: Boat sales at the Boat Works, a good place to
see different cats in the one spot.

Raising and lowering a 100m 2 mainsail
or reefing it in a blow takes some
energy – even with great reefing
systems. So finding a multihull rigged for single or
double handed sailing is best. If you cannot sail it with
just your spouse and always need crew, your ability
to enjoy sailing will be severely hindered. If you buy a
45ft plus cat, it often means adding electric winches,
perhaps a self-tacking jib and roller furling screecher for
instance.
Our chosen boat had been managed by a couple living
aboard with two young children and travelling through
Southeast Asia for many years. It has an electric winch
to raise the main, remote control for the auto-helm, the
anchor winch, the power winch at the mast and even
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We had a long list of must have, including
higher bridge deck clearance, 44ft
minimum length for added payload and
space, larger engines than our old 9.9hp
outboards on Take It Easy, and internally a
separate shower cubicle to the bathroom
and toilet, east/west oriented bed in the
master cabin, and wood trims rather than
a white high gloss finish. The nice to have
included a separate bathroom for guests,
a water maker, a washing machine, and
an oven in the galley. The non-negotiables
certainly shortened the prospect list, and it
took us a year to find the right boat at the
right price. But we were not in a hurry as
Take It Easy was not limiting us.

7. Assess the state of
maintenance of the boat
you are interested in
Once you have located a boat you might
like to have a look at, there are quick
ways of getting a feel for how the boat has
been maintained. These first impressions
give you an insight into how well the
boat was looked after. A clean bottom
and hulls waxed, clean and tidy engine
compartments, a well organised cockpit
top: Sparkling white two pack interior or wood panelling, which is right for you?
tell you the boat is regularly used and
above: The hallmark of performance cats: thin hulls and nothing but
maintained. The odour as you step inside
nets at the bows!
the cabin can be very telling. A bad odour
is a red flag – suspect black water system,
mould, or rot. The state of cleanliness of
conditions, a performance catamaran that can pull
bilges and shower sumps also tell you the boat is
12kts or more running before a storm can more easily
looked after. These are not all encompassing, but will
sail away from nastiness, especially with the modern
give you a good indication of whether it is worth taking
satellite navigation and weather forecasting services.
things further. A piece of advice given to us by one of
the brokers we saw was to also pay attention to how
Where our previous cat used to do about 50% of wind
we feel when we step on board. You want to feel a bit
speed, Anui can do wind speed. In 15kts of breeze on
of spark or excitement ... If you don’t, it’s probably not
the aft quarter, we effortlessly run at 12-15kts speed.
the boat for you.
It takes less time to cover distances, it is often more
comfortable, less tiring and we don’t have to get up
quite as early as we used to for a passage. When
sailing in the company of other admittedly smaller,
less performing cats, we will often leave later than
our companions and arrive at our destination before
everybody else.

6. Identify your must have
Being crystal clear on the features you absolutely want
will help you and potentially a broker to plough through
the hundreds of boats advertised online. Prioritising
what are the must have and nice to have is not always
easy, because with cruising couples, two people are
involved in the decision who may each have different
views. So if buying as a couple, come to an agreement,
and be prepared to walk away if your non-negotiables
are not met ... You may well have to also make
compromises down the track.
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set up. It is important they
understand your intended use
of the boat, as requirements
are different if doing an
offshore trip versus weekend
cruising. The survey report is
very detailed and is often a
requirement for insurance.
We enlisted the help of
specialist multihull surveyor,
Geoff Cruse, based in Manly,
Queensland. He spent two
full days on board, doing a
thorough survey and sea trial.
He identified a few issues that
needed attention. The cost of
repairs was negotiated as part
of the final purchase price.

Put the boat through its paces at the sea trial.

9. Conduct a sea trial in strong
conditions
Until you sail in a good breeze or lumpy sea, you cannot
adequately measure the quality of the reefing systems,
rig and sails, or the way she handles under sail or
power. You can’t tell how well she points or how hard

she pounds if you make your assessment on a light blue
day with only 5-10kts of breeze and flat seas!
We went out with Scott Armstrong the builder and
previous owner of Anui, Ian McKenzie, broker at the
Catamaran Company, and Geoff Cruse, our marine
surveyor. The sea trial was an important time for us
to check the conditions and line set up of all the sails
including the spinnaker and screecher. We got to see

We saw a number of catamarans which met most of our
requirements but left us cold. The one boat that really
excited us was Anui. Although we saw her early in the
search process, her initial price was out of reach and
her size and age made us hesitate for a while. But her
finish, the quality of her build, instrumentation, fitout
and her alleged sailing performance made us come
back. And a year later when the price had dropped to
an acceptable level, we came back to see her a couple
of times. In the end, nothing else compared. Although
she was not perfect – and no boat ever is – she was
pretty close to our dream boat!

8. Conduct an out of water survey
Marine Surveyors are very helpful professionals who
will go through the entire boat and its systems with
a fine tooth comb, noting any fault and its impact on
seaworthiness, and making suggestions to improve the
multihullworld
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how the boat behaved at different points of sail, how
it handled under motor, how to put in and take out a
reef, and the anchoring procedure. It was also our one
opportunity to get time at sea with the owner and be
shown the ropes.

10. Attend to what the survey and
sea trial have uncovered
No secondhand boat is going to get a 100% clean
bill of health. You have paid for professional advice,
now it’s time to follow it and implement any repair
or improvement recommended. The surveyor will
discuss his report with you and with the owner. If no
deal breaker has been found, it is then a matter of
negotiating who picks up the cost of any necessary
repair and take this into account at final settlement.
Our approach with Anui was to attend to anything
agreed at settlement time immediately, and while

at the dock take the opportunity to make any other
adjustment or repair we wanted before sailing away.
We spent nearly three weeks at the Boat Works getting
through the job list and spent close to 10% of the
purchase price on this. Repairs to a rotten anchor
hatch frame and to an area of delamination near one
of the daggerboards, the supply of new slimline flexible
solar panels to replace failing ones were agreed at
settlement. Additional work we embarked on included
getting an electrician to check the installation of the
solar panels, getting blinds for the hatches in the
bedrooms, getting stainless steel rubbing strips made
to prevent mooring line chafe, sticking film on all the
hatches to minimise heat and sun inside the cabin,
buying updated charting software, buying 100m of
new chain, replacing a water pump, getting a stainless
steel bracket made for the water maker to replace a
failed aluminium one, fixing every little paint chip or
crack in the paint on the deck and cockpit to prevent
future delamination, getting a new mainsail and dinghy
tube covers made, replacing dark sun shades
with light coloured ones to prevent more sun
damage ... the list kept getting longer! Even
though it was an expensive exercise in marina
fees and repairs, it was a good investment
that ensured we could confidently sail away,
with our first destinations for the year being
a trip down to visit friends in Port Macquarie
and then a passage to Lord Howe Island,
before heading to northern Queensland for
winter.
It is rare to find a boat that lifts your spirits.
Anui might be an 18 year old catamaran,
but she has an energy, power and feel
that invigorates us. She is a great mix of
aesthetics, sailing performance and liveability.
Our thanks go to Scott Armstrong who put
his heart and soul into building this amazing
boat. A change of this magnitude in fitout,
performance and size is a little daunting
and comes with its challenges. You have to
trust your own experience, capacity to keep
learning and adapting. You have to be a
bit audacious. But what a thrill and what a
fantastic new beginning for us!

above left: The surveyor will check
every inch of the boat with a moisture
meter for signs of water ingress or
delamination.
left: How well maintained is the
boat you are looking at?

Chris and her partner Wade Bishop have been sailing on catamarans of various
sizes for about 20 years, cruising Bass Strait, Tasmanian waters and Australia’s
East Coast. In July 2017, they finally retired, and are now sea wanderers. After
spending many years on Take It Easy, they have just acquired their ‘last’ catamaran,
Anui, a 52ft Crowther. Follow their adventures on www.sv-anui.com
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